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MALIK /BANKS
WILLY//WONKA

Malik Banks is going into his junior year at Chalmette High
School. This is his first production with LAAPA. His most
recent performance was as Henry and a featured dancer in
the Chalmette High school performing arts academy
production of Disney's Newsies. Outside of theater, Malik
does many shows with his high school throughout the year.
This is his 16th show, and Malik is so excited to bring this .
production to life. He loves to sing, dance, and act, and
listening to music is his favorite pastime. "Enjoy the show
and follow your imagination!"

CHASE MilI&
CHARLIE

Chase Miller is a 7th grader at Holy Cross School. He loves the
stage and especially enjoys being part of musical theater
productions. He was recently seen in JPAS’ production of

Beetlejuice JR (Otho). Some of his previous credits include Polar
Express Train Ride (Hero Child), Honk JR. (Drake), Seussical JR.
(Mr. Mayor), Finding Nemo JR. (Sheldon; Anchor/Tads Parent),

Cinderella JR. (King), Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat

(Benjamin), Tom Sawyer (Ted Austin), Camelot (Sir Tom), Jungle

Book Kids (Mowgli), and Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
(White Rabbit). When not on stage performing, Chase enjoys
hanging out with friends, playing computer games, and singing.
He loves to go to water parks and theme parks. Chase is so
excited for this show and his second performance with LAAPA.



Taylor Nguyen is a fourth-grade student at Metairie Academy for
Advanced Studies. She is a passionate young dancer and
performer with a love for the stage and a heart full of music and
movement. Since 2020, she has been training in ballet, jazz, tap,
musical theater, and acrobatics. Taylor also takes voice lessons
and participates in Talented Theater at her school. Past
performances include Annie, Beetlejuice JR., Honk JR., Junie B.

Jones, Jingle Bells, Batman Smells, and Seussical JR. She has I

also danced in The Nutcracker and The Ballet Goes to Broadway.
When not on stage, Taylor enjoys swimming, volleyball, reading,
and hanging out with her friends. She is so excited to take on the
role of Veruca Salt in Willy Wonka JR. and would like to thank her
family and friends for their constant love and support!

Maddocks Londot is a sixth grader at St Dominic. He

Mermaid, Charlie Brown, and Mary Poppins JR., and his &

has performed in School House Rock, The Little

passion for the stage grows with each show. Maddocks \

is thrilled to continue sharing his love of theatre! He '
loves bringing characters to life and is excited for the ‘
adventures ahead in his theatre journey. )

Skylar Presley Smith is so excited about her role in
Willy Wonka JR. She has performed in three LAAPA
shows: The Night Before New Year's (Little Sibling #3), l
Annie JR. (Kate), and Alice's Adventures in Wonderland ‘
(Mouse, Oyster). Skylar has also acted in three
Christmas presentations with her church. Skylar enjoys ‘
musical theater and tap classes at LAAPA. When she's .
not acting, singing, or dancing, Skylar likes to hang out
with friends, do art projects, and spend time with her
family. She hopes everyone enjoys the show!
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Jordyn Durand is excited to perform as Augustus Gloop
in Willy Wonka JR. She previously performed in LAAPA’s '
Annie JR. and a school play, A Cajun Night Before
Christmas. Jordyn has enjoyed performing on stage for
musical theater showcases as well as violin and vocal
recitals. Her other hobbies include gymnastics, baking,
and watching her favorite shows & movies. Jordyn would
like to thank her family and teachers for their support
and guidance. She thanks everyone for coming and
hopes they enjoy the show!

Leaping out of bed and onto the stage, Lorelei Deger is
honored and thrilled to bring the iconic role of Grandpa
Joe to life in Willy Wonka JR.! This major role is the latest
addition to her already impressive gumbo of characters.
Since her 2023 debut, she has showcased incredible

versatility, tackling everything from mystery as the
Professor in Murder on the 518 to scene-stealing villainy as
Mrs. Hannigan in Annie JR. A natural performer with a
passion for the stage, Lorelei cherishes every opportunity
to step into the spotlight.

sRYN AYERS
MR./BUCHK

Bryn Anthony Ayers is excited to participate in
Willy Wonka JR! He has starred in lead roles

such as “Rooster” in Annie JR., “Prince Eric” in
The Little Mermaid JR., and “Tin Man” in The
Wizard of Oz. Bryn's favorite show is Little Shop of

Horrors! He loves theatre for its power to

connect, inspire, and bring stories to life.
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Keely Francisco is in her first year of high school and is
delighted to be a part of LAAPA’s production of Willy '
Wonka JR. She has recently starred in Frozen JR. as

Young Elsa at her school. Keely likes to go shopping
and hang out with her friends. She would like to thank I
her friends and family for all of their support towards

her love of performing.

Alice Adams is so excited to be performing in her

second production with LAAPA. She was previously
in Annie JR. and recently starred as Simba in her
school's production of the Lion King JR. Alice’s

new favorite activity is singing and playing all of '
her instruments. She is self-taught in guitar and ‘

piano and enjoys reading in her free time.

)
D

Anika Blackwell is excited to participate in her second l
LAAPA showcase! Roald Dahl is her favorite author, so ‘
performing in this production is extra special to her. A

She hopes everyone enjoys the show! .
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Angelina Gutierrez kicks like a ninja (Taekwondo),

grooves like a boss (hip hop), flies high with Civil Air
Patrol, rocks the stage in four musicals, and crushes
online school in pajamas (University View Academy).

Basically, she's her own action-comedy musical!

Carson Varnado is excited to be back performing on the LAAPA
stage, and he wants to assure you he really is a good nut! A few I
of his favorite past roles include Oz/Professor Marvel in The
Wizard of Oz and Oliver Warbucks in Annie JR. He has had a
blast playing numerous other characters in over 13 music i
productions across the city with LAAPA, JP Schools Talented \
Theater, JPAS, and CDCA. When this freshman honor student
isn't on stage or visiting a theatre, he is supporting his school as
a varsity cheerleader and student council member, giving back
to his community as a Boy Scout, or finding his focus as a 2nd ‘
Degree Black Belt at Taekwondo. He wants to thank his family
for always encouraging him to dream big!

This is Ela Ergen’s first production with LAAPA, and ‘
she’s delighted to be playing Grandma Josephina (and

a Oompa Loompa in disguise)! Last year, Ela played
Katherine Plumber in her school’s graduation ,

production of Newsies. Her love for theatre sparked A
when she discovered Hamilton and Lin-Manuel

Miranda, and she's been singing non-stop ever since!
LONG LIVE LIN.
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Joel Gil’s passion and dream is acting. Born in Italy due to his
mom’s military service, her career has allowed him to live in '

Virginia, Hawaii, and Louisiana; experiences that taught him
adaptability and connection. Joel’s love for acting began in
middle school when he performed in Annie, quickly blossoming
after landing a lead role soon after in Frozen (Kristoff). He later
performed in Mary Poppins JR. (Mr. Banks) and The Addams
Family (Lurch), one of Joel’s favorite roles, which let him explore
physical comedy. He is excited for the opportunity to be part of
Willy Wonka JR. Joel loves everything about theater: script
readings, rehearsals, and the energy of opening night. Acting
isn’t just something he does; it’s who Joel is, and he dreams of
becoming a professional actor. He can’t wait to give his all to
this production and continue growing as a performer!

G 'G ORGINA
NV tw G /ROOMOOMPA LOOMPA
Justice McKnight is excited to be performing in

LAAPA’s production of Willy Wonka JR. Performing on
stage has become one of Justice's biggest passions.

Some of her previous productions include Alice's
Adventures in Wonderland, Fiddler on the Roof, Wizard
of Oz, Elf, and My Fair Lady. When she's not on stage,
Justice is either playing cello or reading.

Now, curtains up - enjoy the show!
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Meet Austin Gore, a nine year-old actor with a passion for
storytelling! With almost a year of acting experience under his
belt, Austin has already fallen in love with being on stage. His l
breakout role was Mercutio in Romeo and Juliet. He attends
acting classes with an amazing group of peers at LAAPA. Austin ‘,
is so excited to be playing the role of Phineas Trout in Willy Q
Wonka JR.! He loves to imagine and create his own stories, often .
incorporating humor, adventure, and excitement. You can very
rarely find Austin without a book! He would like to thank his
famlly for keeping him going and the entire Willy Wonka team.
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Savannabh Illidge is in sixth grade at Haynes Academy. She is
excited to be performing in LAAPA's production of Willy '
Wonka JR. Previous performances include Annie JR.

(Orphan), Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (Queen of
Hearts), The Lion King, Once Upon a Mattress, and The

Wizard of Oz. When not on stage, Savannah is learning to
play guitar and write her own songs, reading graphic
novels, and hanging out with friends. She is excited to
participate with this great cast and report on all the

happenings in the Chocolate Factory!

Kyelle Westley is excited to be a part of Willy Wonka JR. She also
performed in The Greatest Showman and made history during
Essence Fest's 30th Anniversary as one of the first youth
performance groups ever to debut. Most recently, Kyelle
appeared on her first televised vocal performance on WWL
Channel 4's Great Day Louisiana. Kyelle studies classical voice "™
at the New Orleans Center for Creative Arts. Her passions not \
only include musical theatre, but also medicine and majorette
dance in the New Orleans Mardi Gras Parades, all of which will '

play a key role in her performance. Kyelle’s most notable
accomplishment is her Young Entrepreneur certification for
Kyelle STREAMS (educational talent). She expresses a need to
touch souls with her operatic voice, so much so that people are )

senton an emotionaljourney
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Eﬂ:!EOP fm

s__ G RO

Kellen Clair Maloan is a sixth grader at Haynes Academy, where
she is part of the band, choir, talented art, theater, and music
programs. Willy Wonka JR. is her seventh stage show, but her
first at LAAPA! Kellen was bitten by the musical theater bug in
her previous roles with JP Schools Talented Theater program
and JPAS. Her favorite production so far is Beetlejuice JR.
Kellen credits LAAPA’s Ms. Candice with helping hone her
singing skills. When she’s not belting out Broadway show tunes
at home, Kellen enjoys art, nature, exploring national parks, and
snuggling with her dog, Nellie, her leopard gecko, Smalls, & her
tarantula, Muffin.
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Chase Maggio is a 6th grader who is excited to be part

of this year's production of Willy Wonka JR.! When he's '
not acting on stage, Chase loves riding rollercoasters,
playing tennis, and playing volleyball. This is his third

play at LAAPA, and he's had a blast rehearsing and

being part of the cast. Chase hopes you enjoy the
show as much as he's enjoyed being in it.
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Chloe Klein is a sixth grader at Haynes Academy for Advanced
Studies and is in the Talented and Gifted Music and Theater I
programs. She has performed in Matilda and Annie JR. with

Encore/Rivertown Theater, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

and Romeo and Juliet JR. with LAAPA, and three productions ~
with Jefferson Parish Schools Theater: The Lion King, Once

Upon a Mattress, and The Wizard of Oz. Chloe is an avid reader \

who enjoys fantasy book series such as Harry Potter, The '

Unwanteds, The Unwanteds Quests, Wings of Fire, Divergent,
The Hunger Games, and Skyfall. When she is not reading, Chloe
enjoys art, gardening, singing, dancing, and drama classes. She
also enjoys building Legos, sculpting clay, making jewelry, and

creating her own inventions. )
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Ellie Tran is making her LAAPA debut in Willy Wonka JR. She is in ‘
her fourth year of musical theater and is also in the gifted talented
program for music and drama at her school. A year ago Ellie
decided to add an instrument to play along with her vocals, and
soon found that she had a love for piano. She has competed in
Access Broadway competitions for the past three years, earning
platinum rewards for her performances. Ellie has also earned the ‘
highest award, Broadway Star, for her monologues as Dorothy,
“Ungrateful Dorothy,” Cruella DeVille, “Puppies! How Marvelous,”
and Hairspray solo, “Good Morning Baltimore.” She had the best
time this summer starring in her first play at JPAS, School House
Rock (Dori) and recently started and loves her new jazz/hip hop
class at LAAPA. Ellie’s biggest dream in life is to be on Broadway,
where she can continue to do what she loves most!
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Kate is in third grade at The Willow School, and this is
her first theater production. She is a competition
cheerleader with Nola AllStars and a proud Swiftie. In
her free time, Kate likes to babysit toddlers and babies,
clean and organize her room, and eat tacos!

MIA TREUTING

TV ROOMAOOMPA LOOMPA,
CHEF

Mia Treuting is thrilled to be performing in her second
play! She first hit the stage as Lucy in You're a Good
Man, Charlie Brown at St. Ann School and hasn't

stopped shining since. Offstage, Mia is a spirited

cheerleader with awesome tumbling skills and a
big fan of music and singing. She's so excited to share '
her love for performing with you tonight -

get ready for some Mia magic!
v 4

Alena smashes boards in Taekwondo, tears up
the floor in hip hop, keeps the skies in check
with Civil Air Patrol, and is on her third musical &

= /0

adventure. Basically, she's a real-life action figure
with better dance moves.




MPALOOMPA,

Laina thanks everyone for coming and hopes

you all enjoy the show!

PA_LOOMPA,

Jordan thanks everyone for coming and hopes

you all enjoy the show!

Lydian Richard is excited to be a part of Willy Wonka

Y

JR.! She has previously performed in Annie JR., The '

Music Man JR., Mary Poppins JR., Romeo & Juliet, and
Finding Nemo Kids. Lydian’s favorite place to be is &
performing on stage. She enjoys singing, dancing,

acting, and creative writing. When she isn’t on stage,

you can find Lydian at home recreating all of the
past shows she’s been in!




Jasper Maddox is in fourth grade. Willy Wonka JR.
will be his third production! Previous credits include '
The Wizard of Oz JR. (Munchkin, Emerald Citizen,
Jitterbug) and Beetlejuice JR. (Recently Deceased,
Waiter, Dead Drill Team). Jasper is excited about I
being in this musical and thinks it will be a
scrumdiddlyumptious opportunity!

Carlie Garrison is excited to be performing in this I
production of Willy Wonka JR. She is a fifth grader
that enjoys exploring theater, singing, and trying ~

out new creative opportunities. When not on stage, \
Carlie can be found spending time with friends, '
practicing her artistic skills, and dreaming about ‘

future performances. |

CANDY
PINK BOA
Mary Canizaro is in sixth grade. This is her fifth play, and ‘
her second with LAAPA, having previously played the roles
of "Clerk" and "Talking Shop Customer" in Mary Poppins JR.
She has also played "Dorothy" in her school's production ‘
of The Wizard of Oz, "Evening Sally" in her school's \
production of You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown, and
"Ensemble" in Rivertown's Something Rotten JR. Mary .
plays the flute and sings in her school choir. She is so
excited to be a part of this production!
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Kelile Wilson is a naturally gifted performer who loves to
draw, sing, dance, and act. She had a feature role in '
both Honk JR and School House Rock JR with JPAS.

Kelile is excited to be making her LAAPA debut as a part

of the cast of Willy Wonka JR. When she is not rehearsing

for a stage production, you can find Kelile playing I

Roblox, watching anime, or diligently working on her

Indian suit to mask on Mardi Gras with the Golden
Feather Hunters Black Masking Indian Tribe.

’\ 7 :.\-l; R
P

CAl DY D
INK BOA Eﬁ'SEMB

favorite food is string mac and cheese. She is kind &

Yara Rome-Makori is seven years old, and her

and enjoys cooking, singing, playing with friends, and \
getting boba tea. Yara is excited to be a part of Willy
Wonka JR. and hopes everyone enjoys the show!

ADA . é
CAND CIL
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Ada Ergen is thrilled to be part of this production! ‘
She performed in the ensemble of Mary Poppins at
LAAPA last year and followed it up with The Wizard l
of Oz at her school. Ada loves singing, crafting, and ‘
hanging out with her friends. She’s currently taking ‘
voice lessons at LAAPA, and fun fact: she might just .
be Hamilton’s biggest fan (seriously, don’t test her

on the lyrics — she knows every word)!
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Taylor Nguyen is delighted to perform in Willy Wonka '
JR., making this her fourth musical theater
performance. She's previously performed in Annie JR.,
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, and Mary Poppins I
JR. Taylor truly enjoys performing, as well as
gymnastics, playing piano, and creating.

Raelyn Mulino is a third grader at Airline Park Academy for
Advanced Studies and is in the Talented Theater program. She is
in her fifth year of performing at Encore Studio, where she takes
musical theater, ballet/tap and hip hop/jazz classes. Previous
performances include LAAPA’s Mary Poppins JR. (Honeybee,
Talking Shop Customer), Jefferson Parish School Talented
Theater’s Wizard of Oz JR. (Munchkin: Lullaby League, Flying
Monkey), and Rivertown’s Annie JR. (Orphan ensemble, NY City
Dancer). When Raelyn is not performing, she enjoys spending
time with family/friends, shopping and reading.
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Everly North-Steel is thrilled to be performing in
LAAPA’s Willy Wonka JR. She loves performing for an

awn - gy

audience, which she has previously done in The Lion
King, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, Mary Poppins ‘
JR., The Wizard of Oz, and Descendants. When she isn't
on a stage, Everly loves singing and dancing and .

spending time with her friends and family.
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Zadie Russ is a third grader at Homer Plessy
Community School and is excited to be joining the
Willy Wonka JR. cast. This is her second musical
theater production and she is hooked! Zadie enjoys
singing, reading and ballet. She would like to thank
her family for all they do!

Carson Lee is in fourth grade and enjoys being a

part of musical theater class at LAAPA. He recently
starred in his first production, Beetlejuice JR., with
JPAS as part of the ensemble cast over the summer.
Carson likes to build LEGOs and play video games,
especially Minecraft. He would like to thank his

family and dog Marley for their support! |
\ ’)

Coco Godbold is a fifth grader this year and is

Y

program and part of the production of Willy Wonka '
JR.! She previously played “Sally” in St. Ann School’s &

excited to be a part of LAAPA’s musical theater

rendition of Charlie Brown and is excited to continue
acting and performing. Coco would like to thank her
family and friends for their support!




Jordan is thrilled to be part of this production! Previous credits
include Romeo and Juliet (Paris), The Little Mermaid (Sea
Chorus), Mary Poppins JR. (Police Officer), and Alice’s
Adventures in Wonderland (Card Soldier 2, Carpenter). His first
performance was at age five in a LAAPA winter concert, and he
has since appeared as a vocalist in every concert, including
featured solos in the 2024 & 2025 LAAPAFest virtual
performances. Jordan loves singing, building Lego scenes, and
dreaming big—he aspires to be the next James Bond, an
Avenger, or a pilot both on screen and off. Special thanks to his

number one fan—Mom.
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Brailyn Wood is a passionate theatre kid with dreams of being

on the Broadway stage one day. She has been performing in

productions since the age of four. Brailyn was most recently
seen in The Company: A St. Bernard Community Theatre’s Roald ™

A lx Dahl's Willy Wonka KIDS (Phenious Trout) and Mount Carmel \
) ‘,l" Academy’s Finding Nemo JR. (ensemble). She also performs

—~ ; every year at Rivertown summer camp. Brailyn is excited to '

work with the talented cast of LAAPA’s Willy Wonka JR. and can’t ‘

O) ~ L)

) wait to take the stage! )

Willy Wonka JR. is Anna Elena Melancon Esquivel’s first
production with LAAPA. She is enjoying her sixth grade year at
Belle Chasse Academy, especially the Talented Theater program.
Anna has been studying ballet since she was two years old and
performing onstage for the past four years with Lelia Haller and ‘
La Louisiane’s annual Nutcracker production. Outside of BCA, :
Anna started musical theater classes and is now fully ~
committed to musical theater education. She is dedicated to
learn and grown as musical theater student during her middle .
school and high school years and aspires to continue this
concentration in New York City. Anna’s top 3 favorite musicals
are Funny Girl, Legally Blonde and Chicago.
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Lucas Mai is excited to be playing an Oompa Loompa in
Willy Wonka JR.! He has previously performed in '
Rotten JR., The Wizard of Oz, and Cinderella. When he's
not on stage, Lucas enjoys building with LEGO, playing

piano, watching anime, exploring video games, and

thinking about really big numbers. He's thrilled to be
part of the cast and hopes you enjoy the show!

Yahanna is a sixth grader this year and is excited to be
a part of Willy Wonka JR, her second musical! She has
taken voice and piano lessons for 5 years. Yahanna ;
loves to play soccer and going to drama class. She is
very thankful to God for all her talent and her family '
and friends for their support. ;

IN'VE NTIN G R
Lance Armstrong is a fifth grader with a passion for the stage.
He has performed in many productions with EESPA, graced the
stage with Young Starz NOLA during their Christmas showcase,
and performed with his school's theater class at the 2025 New l
Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival. Lance was recently seen in My
Name is Mary (Young Jesus Christ), by the Voices in the Dark ‘
and Christian Unity Baptist Church. He has appeared on screen |
in Sacrifice (S2), Hit Man, Is God Is, and Five Nights at Freddy's 2. ‘

A member of The Roots of Music, Lance is also learning to play

, the trumpet and performs as part of the color guard team. He
"f loves the excitement of being on stage, the freedom to use his

@ Wt £2))) imagination, and the opportunity to grow with his peers and

) ; brings energy, heart, and creativity to every performance. Lance
L ) / ) 0 1 dreams of making a lasting impact in the world through the arts.
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Delta Huddlestonjust turned eight years old and is ready
to take charge of the Wonka factory - because, honestly, '
she takes charge of everything. Delta previously
performed in The Wizard of Oz and is known for her

lightning-fast brain, fierce attention to detail, and ability

to overhear conversations from three rooms away. When I
she's not on stage, Delta is spiking volleyballs, keeping
everyone on schedule, or letting the world know that,

yes, she is absolutely in charge here.

Dane Huddleston just turned ten years old and is bringing
his signature red hair and big energy to the Wonka factory!
When he's not busy performing, Dane is probably building
mind-blowing LEGO creations, playing piano, or scoring
touchdowns as a flag football superstar. His room may look \
like a LEGO explosion, but don't let that fool you - he's got '

the purest heart and loves his dog, Demi, more than
chocolate. Dane has previously rocked the stage in The |
Wizard of Oz and Beetlejuice the Musical and thinks the ‘

best part of every show is learning the choreography ’ ‘
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Evelyn Rose Tubre is thrilled for her first mainstage

production at LAAPA. Her performances includes

multiple solos with the Kehoe France South Shore
Choir, Newsies JR. (chorus member), and the upcoming ‘
Five Nights at Freddy's 2 (background artist), of which ‘
she is the most proud! Evelyn would like to thank Ms.

L)
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Christine Tonry for helping her unleash her voice, her
confidence, and her love of performing.
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LAAPA
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DY@EEIOS. .. ..\ L\ B.11 5/ Rachel Theriot & Katy Maddox

Costume Design......cccoiviiiiiiiiic et Rebecca Posey

S SRIrOPEWESLT My, N NN N\ e g . . lvan Castillo

LightNgRRE SN . s e . Jamie Morris

Audio/visual Design...........ccooiiiiiiiii Olivia Gonzalez

House Audio............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiinn, Emily Jones, Ryan Cullen
Microphone CreW..........cccoiviiiiiiiiinian.., Emma Cox, Lucy Cullen ,
Additional Graphics............c.ccociiinnll, Livy Zachary, Emma Cox
Pre-show Announcements...................coooiinni, Kyelle Westley
Stage Crew............... Lucas Kreamer, Elliotte Kirby, June Gaudin
Parent Communication Coordinator.................... Emma Maddox '
Program & Marketing..........ccccoovviiiiinii i, Aubry Brayard @
g

Thank you to all of our parent volunteers and backstage
assistants!
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